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Dual   Language   at   Haydon   Elementary   School     
    

The   Spanish-English   dual   language   program   at   Haydon   Elementary   School   is   designed   
for   families   who   would   like   their   children   to   learn   another   language   while   receiving   the   
same   high   quality   academic   curriculum   as   students   throughout   the   division.     
    

What   are   the   vision   and   goals   of   the   Dual   Language   program?     
The   mission   of   the   Haydon   Dual   Language   Spanish   Program   is   to   develop   children   into   
bilingual,   biliterate,   and   bicultural   students   who   are   prepared   for   a   competitive   
international   global   community.     
    

The   goals   of   the   program   are   for   students   to:     

• develop   language   proficiency   (reading,   writing,   listening,   and   speaking)   in   
Spanish   and   English;     

• attain   high   levels   of   academic   and   social-emotional   competence;   and,       
demonstrate   positive   multicultural   attitudes   and   behaviors.     

    
What   is   a   dual   language   program?     
    

A   Dual   Language   Program   is   a   bilingual   educational   program   where   native   English   
speakers   and   English   Language   Learners   (native   speakers   of   another   language)   are   
integrated   for   academic   instruction.      
    

Are   dual   language   programs   effective?     
    

Research   has   shown   that   both   native   English   speakers   and   native   Spanish   speakers   in   
well   implemented   dual   language   programs   tend   to   excel   academically,   out-performing   
their   peers   in   traditional   educational   settings.   Students   in   dual   language   programs   
demonstrate   significantly   higher   academic   achievement   than   their   peers   not   in   dual   
language   (Thomas   &   Collier,   2012).   Dual   language   is   the   only   program   that   has   shown   
full   achievement   gap   closure    for   English   language   learners   (ELLs).   ELLs   who   
participate   in   dual   language   programs   become   fully   proficient   in   a   second   language   
without   sacrificing   their   English   development   (Baker,   2011;   Lindholm-Leary,     
2009).Spanish-speaking   students   have   the   opportunity   to   become   literate   in   their   native   
language,   thus   enabling   them   to   transfer   skills   and   concepts   to   English   (Baker,   2011;   
Genesee,   2004).   On   state   assessments   as   well   as   norm-referenced   tests   given   in   
English,   English   learners   in   dual   language   typically   score   significantly   higher   than   their   
peers   in   traditional   ESL   programs   (Thomas   &   Collier,2012).   Schools   that   offer   dual   
language   programs   can   expect   one-fifth   to   one-sixth   of   the   achievement   gap   for   English   
learners   to   close   each   year   (Thomas   &   Collier,   2002).    
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academic   subjects.   The   national   pass   rates   by   the   end   of   elementary   school   are   
approximately   equal   for   both   groups,   a   vast   improvement   over   the   present   pattern   of   
overrepresentation   of   English   learner   students   among   those   who   do   not   pass.   In   
addition   to   high   academic   achievement   and   bilingualism,   dual   language   instruction   has   
been   shown   to   enhance   students’   thinking   skills   and   creativity   beyond   that   achieved   
through   a   monolingual   curriculum   (Thomas   &   Collier,   2012).     
    

What   is   the   program   model   at   Haydon?     
    
    The   Dual   Language   program   at   Haydon   is   a   50/50   model   which   means   that   the   students   in   the   
program   receive   instruction   in   English   for   half   of   each   school   day   and   a   second   language   (in   this   
case,   Spanish)   for   the   remainder   of   the   school   day.     
      To   support   the   goals   of   the   Dual   Language   program,   students   develop   language   and   
literacy   skills   in   both   Spanish   and   English.   They   learn   to   make   connections   between   
what   they   know   in   their   two   languages,   leading   to   high   levels   of   cognitive   development   
and   metalinguistic   awareness   (thinking   about   and   analyzing   language).     
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Instructional   Day   (50/50   Model)   k-2   

Día   Instruccional   (Modelo   50/50)     k-2   
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Student   Placement     
    
    

Who   is   eligible   to   enroll   in   the   Dual   Language   program?     
    

Given   the   sequential   nature   of   the   program   and   its   alignment   with   instructional   program   
requirements,   students   typically   enter   the   Dual   Language   program   at   kindergarten   or   
first   grade.     
    

How   can   my   child   apply?     
Student   placement   in   the   Dual   Language   program   is   determined   by   a   combination   of   
factors,   including   the   student’s   attendance   zone   and   program   capacity.   In   addition,   the   
program   design   requires   a   balanced   enrollment   of   students   from   homes   in   which   
English   is   spoken   and   homes   in   which   Spanish   is   spoken.     

    

Is   the   Dual   Language   program   appropriate   for   my   child   with   disabilities?     
    

Dual   Language   is   an   inclusive   program   for   students   with   a   range   of   learning   needs.   
Research   indicates   that   most   students   with   disabilities   can   benefit   from   participation   in   
a   dual   language   program.   Students   with   disabilities   who   participated   in   dual   language   
programs,   on   average,   outperformed   their   peers   with   disabilities   who   were   not   in   such   
programs   (Myers,   2011;   Thomas   &   Collier,   2012).   Individual   Education   Plans   (IEPs)   
take   precedence   over   all   program   placement/   withdrawal   decisions.   Parents   who   have   
concerns   regarding   the   appropriateness   of   the   program   for   their   child   should   consult   
with   the   school   administration.     
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Frequently   Asked   Questions     
    
    

What   are   the   benefits   of   a   dual   language   program?     
    

Second   Language   Skills     
Students  achieve  high  proficiency  in  the  second  language  and  are  better  prepared  for  the  global                 
community   and   job   markets   where   a   second   language   is   an   asset.     
Improvement   on   Standardized   Tests     
Dual  language  students  perform  as  well  as  or  better  than  non-dual  language  students  on                
standardized   English   and   math   tests   administered   in   English.     
Enhanced   Thinking   Skills     
Dual  language  students  typically  develop  greater  critical  thinking  and  demonstrate  increased             
attention  control,  better  memory,  superior  problem  solving  skills,  and  enhanced  understanding  of              
their   primary   language.     
Increased   Cultural   Awareness     
Dual  language  students  are  more  aware  of  and  show  more  positive  attitudes  towards  other                
cultures   and   an   appreciation   of   other   people.     
    

How   will   the   teacher   help   my   child   learn   and   understand   in   a   second   language?     
    

The   best   way   to   acquire   a   second   language   is   through   meaningful   and   authentic   
experiences.   Academic   content   instruction   provides   this   meaningful   
context,   and   forms   a   strong   basis   for   the   power   of   dual   language   
education.   Your   child’s   teacher   will   use   a   variety   of   strategies   to   help   
students   understand   oral   and   written   language   without   the   need   of   
translation.   Translating,   or   switching   from   one   language   to   the   other   
during   instruction,   is   not   helpful   because   students   tend   to   “wait”   to   
hear   the   instruction   in   their   stronger   language.   This   impedes     

opportunities   to   acquire   the   second   language.   Therefore,   teachers   and   visitors   to   the   
classroom   are   strongly   encouraged   to   adhere   to   the   target   language   during   instructional   
time.     
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  What   will   a   typical   school   day   look   like?     
    

Your   child   will   be   assigned   to   two   different   teachers,   one   for   Spanish   and   one   for   
English.   Throughout   the   day,   in   each   language,   your   child   will   learn   new   vocabulary   
related   to   the   academic   subjects   being   learned.   If   your   child   struggles   to   say   something   
in   their   new   language,   the   teacher   will   do   lots   of   modeling,   gestures   and   provide   plenty   
of   practice.   Your   child   will   learn   language   as   the   class   sings   songs,   reads   books,   draws,   
labels,   plays   games,   works   on   projects,   carries   out   experiments,   and   speaks   and   writes   
about   what   they   are   learning.     

   
Half-day  instruction  in  English   o       

English  Language  Arts/  Reading   o       
Social   Studies     
Half-day  instruction  in  Spanish   o       
Spanish  Language  Arts/Reading   o      

Math     
o     Science     
    
    

What   is   expected   of   students   in   a   dual   language   program?     
    

Students   will   be   expected   to   learn   the   same   academic   content   as   any   other   student   at   
Haydon.   In   addition,   they   are   responsible   for:     

• Participating   actively   in   learning   their   two   languages     
• Showing   effective   effort   through   participation   during   class   activities,   including   

class   work,   team   work,   and   independent   work   in   Spanish     
• Demonstrating   critical   thinking,   decision   making,   and   problem   solving   

competencies   in   response   to   authentic   scenarios   and   simulations   common   to   the   
content   of   the   course     

• Revisiting   work   when   standards   and   expectations   are   not   achieved        Playing   an   
active   role   in   monitoring   their   own   progress.     

• Demonstrating   efficacy   and   responsibility,   continually   affirming   their   active   and   
direct   role   in   their   learning   process     

• Demonstrating   respect   for   the   teacher   and   classmates,   including   demonstrating   
respect   for   others’   cultures   and   traditions.     

  
  How   will   my   child   be   assessed?     
    

Dual   Language   students   participate   in   the   same   school   and   district-wide   tests   taken   by   
students   throughout   the   division.   In   addition,   Dual   Language   students   will   be   assessed   
in   the   language   of   instruction   (i.e.,   content   areas   taught   in   Spanish   will   be   assessed   in   
Spanish   and   those   taught   in   English   will   be   assessed   in   English)   using   a   variety   of   
classroom-based   and   district-available   assessments.     
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How   will   my   child   be   graded?     
    

Similar   to   all   MCPS   students,   progress   reports   and   report   cards   will   reflect   student   
performance   in   each   subject   area   (e.g.   Math,   Science,   Social   Studies,   and   English  
Language   Arts).   In   addition,   Dual   Language   students   will   receive   a   supplemental   
progress   report   in   Spanish   Language   Arts.     

Help!   I   don’t   speak   the   language!   How   can   I   support   my   child?        
    

You   can   help   your   child   by:     
• Encouraging   friendships   with   students   who   speak   the   other   language.     
• Understanding   it   takes   time   to   learn   a   second   language.   Be   patient,   and   

encourage   your   child   to   persist.     
• Asking   your   child   to   explain   what   he   or   she   is   learning   and   doing.   Your   

child   should   do   this   in   the   home   language.     
• Developing   a   working   relationship   with   your   child’s   teacher.     
• Providing   a   quiet   work   space   for   your   child   so   that   he/she   can   work   without   

outside   interruptions.     
• Reading   and   speaking   to   your   child   frequently   in   your   home   language.     
• Some   parents   may   be   interested   in   learning   the   second   language.   This   is   great,   

and   shows   your   child   that   you   value   language   learning.   However,   parents   are   
not   expected   to   model   the   other   language   if   they   are   not   yet   proficient   in   it.   
Children   will   benefit   more   when   their   parents   talk   to   them   in   their   stronger   
language.   This   will   develop   a   strong   foundation   in   the   home   language,   thereby   
preparing   them   to   acquire   their   second   language.     

    
What   about   homework?     
If   homework   is   assigned   it   will   consist   of   practice   and   extension   of   the   instruction   given   during   the   
school   day,   and   is   given   in   the   language   of   instruction.   For   example,   if   the   student   receives   Science   
content   in   Spanish,   then   the   Science   homework   must   be   completed   in   Spanish.   It   is   the   responsibility  
of   teachers   to   ensure   that   students   understand   the   homework   assignments   so   that   they   can   be   
completed   independently   at   home.   Students   are   responsible   for   completing   the   assignment   
independently,   in   the   language   of   instruction.   To   ensure   students   continue   to   develop   each   of   their   
languages,   parents/guardians   are   discouraged   from   translating   homework.   When   a   student   is   
experiencing   difficulty   with   homework   assignments,   the   student   should   attempt   to   complete   the   
assignment   to   the     
best   of   her/his   ability.   Parents   should   communicate   difficulties   directly   to   the   teacher     
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What   else   can   I   do   to   support   my   child   at   home?     
    

• Make   a   good-faith   commitment   to   continue   in   the   Dual   Language   program   at   
least   through   the   end   of   Grade   4.     

• Ask   questions   and   monitor   your   child’s   learning   in   Spanish   and   all   subject   areas,   
including   overseeing   out-of-class   work,   on-task   behavior,   and   the   student’s   
demonstration   of   understanding.     

• Check   your   child’s   backpack,   folder/agenda   daily   for   messages   from   your   child’s   
teacher.     

• When   issues   or   questions   emerge   concerning   your   child’s   progress   and   how   to   
assist   your   child,   please   contact   your   child’s   teacher   first.    

• Take   an   active   role   in   your   child’s   learning   experience.     
• Look   at   the   school   webpage   for   parent   information   sessions   and   school   events   

related   to   Dual   Language.     
    

What   volunteer   opportunities   are   available?     
There   is   a   wide   variety   of   volunteer   opportunities   in   which   you   may   participate.   If   you   
have   a   particular   area   of   expertise   that   you   would   like   to   share   with   the   students,   you   
may   offer   to   come   in   to   the   school   as   a   guest   speaker.   If   you   would   like   to   join   one   of   
the   outings   or   field   trips,   you   may   sign   up   as   a   chaperone   when   needed.   If   interested   in   
volunteering   your   time   in   the   classroom,   or   if   you   would   simply   like   to   speak   with   the   
teacher,    contact   your   teacher   by   voice   mail   or   by   email .   Consider   joining   the   school   
PTA   and   participate   in   school   related   activities.     
    

What   if   my   child   is   struggling   in   the   dual   language   program?     
    

Research   indicates   it   takes   at   least   five   to   10   years   to   become   biliterate.   While   every   
case   is   different,   students   who   participate   all   the   way   through   to   the   end   of   
elementary   school   (and   ideally   throughout   secondary   school)   are   usually   glad   they   
stuck   with   it.   If   parents   have   concerns   about   possible   learning   issues   beyond   the   
expected   challenges   associated   with   learning   a   second   language,   the   following   steps   
will   be   taken:     

• The   parent(s)   and   teacher(s)   will   meet   to   discuss   concerns.   The   student   may   
also   be   asked   to   attend.   Interventions   will   be   planned.     

• After   interventions   have   been,   implemented   parent(s)   must   meet   with   building   
principal   and/or   dual   language   coach   and   teacher(s)   to   discuss   progress   and  
next   steps.     

• If   interventions   fail   to   improve   the   situation   and   the   difficulty   is   believed   the   child   
cannot   benefit   from   further   participation,   the   family   may   choose   to   formally   
withdraw   the   child   from   the   Dual   Language   program.   Students   who   withdraw   
from   the   program   will   be   unable   to   re-enter.     
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We   speak   a   language   other   than   Spanish   or   English   at   home.   Can   our   child   
benefit?     
    

Yes!   The   Dual   Language   program   is   a   great   place   for   students   from   all   language   
backgrounds,   because   every   teacher   has   been   trained   to   use   strategies   that   support   
second   (or   third)   language   learning.     
    

What   should   I   expect   at   a   parent-teacher   conference?     
    

Twice   each   school   year,   you   will   have   a   chance   to   meet   with   your   child’s     
teacher   to   discuss   your   child’s   progress   in   the   Dual   Language   program.   Just   as   in   any   
other   parent-teacher   conference,   you   will   learn   about   your   child’s   progress   in   each   
subject   area.   In   addition,   you   can   ask   about   your   child’s   progress   in   their   second   
language.   You   can   help   the   teacher   by   sharing   information   about   anything   going   on   at   
home   that   may   affect   your   child’s   learning   (such   as   a   new   baby,   a   divorce   or   family   
health   issues).   Since   your   child   has   two   teachers   (one   for   each   language)   you   will   meet   
with   both   teachers.   Before   the   conference,   talk   to   your   child   about   how   he   or   she   feels   
about   school   and   whether   there   is   anything   your   child   wants   you   to   talk   about   with   the   
teacher.   If   you   speak   a   language   other   than   English   and   your   child’s   teacher   does   not   
speak   your   home   language,   you   may   bring   an   interpreter.     
    

Make   a   list   of   questions   before   you   go.   For   example:     
• What   are   my   child’s   strengths   and   weaknesses?     
• Is   my   child   making   progress   in   English?   Does   s/he   enjoy   learning   English?     
• Is   my   child   making   progress   in   Spanish?   Does   s/he   enjoy   learning   Spanish?     
• Does   my   child   hand   homework   in   on   time?     
• Does   my   child   participate   in   class?     
• Does   my   child   seem   happy   at   school?     
• What   can   I   do   at   home   to   help?     
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How   long   will   it   take   my   child   to   learn   the   second   language?     
    

In   the   dual   language   program,   your   child   will   be   learning   the   target   language   through   
the   academic   subject   areas   (e.g.,   math,   science,   and   language   arts).   This   provides   a   
meaningful   context   and   a   purpose   for   learning   language.   Just   like   young   children   
learning   their   first   language,   students   learning   their   second   language   usually   follow   a   
series   of   stages.   Students   encountering   a   second   language   for   the   first   time   may   
experience   a   “silent   period”   that   lasts   anywhere   from   one   day   to   six   months   or   more.   
During   this   time,   they   are   acquiring   receptive   understanding,   and   should   not   be   forced   
to   speak.   Most   students   understand   more   language   than   they   can   produce.   Even   as   
they   develop   proficiency,   children   may   be   reluctant   to   “perform”   in   their   second   
language   for   adults   at   home.   As   they   acquire   spoken   and   written   language,   they   will   
continue   to   rely   on   their   first   language   when   searching   for   words,   and   their   grammar   
and   pronunciation   may   not   yet   sound   native-like.   Typically,   students   move   from   being   
able   to   say   simple,   concrete   words   and   memorized   phrases   to   engaging   in   longer   
conversations   with   more   accuracy   and   confidence.   The   stages   of   language   acquisition   
described   on   the   next   page   provide   a   framework   for   understanding   how   students   
typically   progress.   However,   language   learning   is   an   on-going,   fluid   process   that   differs   
for   every   student.   Students   may   move   between   stages   of   language   acquisition,  
depending   on   the   linguistic   and   cognitive   demands   of   the   situation.     
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Stage     
    Characteris�cs     Approximate   

Time   Frame     
Teacher   
Prompt   

    

 

Preproduction     
    The   student     

• Has   minimal   comprehension    
• Does   not   verbalize     
• Nods   “Yes”   and   “No.”       

Draws   and   points.     

0-6   months         
• Show   me…..       
• Circle   the….     
• Where   is….?     
• Who   has…..?     

    
Early     
Produc�on     

The   student     
• Has   limited   comprehension     
• Produces   one-or   two   word   

responses.     
• Uses   key   words   and   familiar   

phrases.     
• Uses   present-tense   verbs.    

6   months–1   year       

▪ Yes/no   questions   

▪   Either/or   questions     

▪ Who   …?     

▪ What   …?     

▪ How   many   …?     

Speech   
Emergence     

The   student      

▪ Has   good   comprehension.     
▪ Can   produce   simple   

sentences.     
▪ Makes   grammar   and     

pronunciation  errors.   ▪     
Frequently   
misunderstands   jokes.     

    

1–3   years        

▪ Why   …?    ▪   How  

…?    
▪ Explain     

▪ Questions   requiring   
phrase   or   
short-sentence   
answers     

Intermediate   
Fluency     

The   student     

▪ Has   excellent   
comprehension.     

▪ Makes   few   grammatical   
errors.     

3–5   years        
▪ What   would   happen   

if   …?     
▪ Why   do   you   

think…?     
▪ Questions   requiring   

more   than   a   sentence   
response     

Advanced   
Fluency     

The   student   has   a   near-native   level   
of   speech.     

5–7   years     ▪ Decide   if   …     
▪ Retell   …     



  

  
  
  

How   can   I   learn   more   about   Dual   Language?     
    

• Visit   the   MCPS   Dual   Language   website:     
http://www.mcpsva.org     

• Questions   other   parents   have   posed   about   dual   language   are   answered   here:   
http://www.cal.org/twi/toolkit/PI/P_QA/parent_qs.htm .     

• This   website   has   resources   in   English   and   Spanish   about   how   parents   can   help   
their   children   in   school:    www.colorincolorado.org     

• Practical   advice   for   parents   on   raising   multilingual   children   can   be   found   here:     
http://multilingualparenting.com/ .     
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CONTACT   INFORMATION     
    

Karis   Brooks     
R.C.   Haydon   Elementary   School   

KBrooks@mcpsva.org     
571-377-6200     

    
    

Clara   Perez   
Dual   Language   Coach     

R.C.   Haydon   Elementary   School     
                                             claraperez@mcpsva.org     

571-377-6248     
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

Visit   the   school   website   for   more   information:     
h�ps://va02207962.schoolwires.net/domain/    
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